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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: This paper presents a model reference adaptive control (MRAC) system for nonlinear, time-
Hybrid dynamical systems varying, hybrid dynamical plants affected by modeling uncertainties. This system is unique
Two-layer model reference adaptive control because, in addition to regulating the trajectory tracking error to zero, it allows the user to

Fast convergence set the rate of convergence of the tracking error between consecutive resetting events. This

proposed result has been possible by leveraging an auxiliary trajectory tracking error dynamics
to accelerate convergence of the trajectory tracking error according to the two-layer MRAC
framework. The resetting logic of both the reference model and the auxiliary trajectory tracking
error dynamics bound variations in the trajectory tracking error due to undesired resetting
events in the plant dynamics. The resetting events of the reference and auxiliary model also
reduce the trajectory tracking error whenever some dwell-time condition is met. Finally, the
resetting logic of both the reference model and the auxiliary trajectory tracking error reduces the
control effort at isolated time-instants. Three numerical examples demonstrate the applicability
of the proposed result as well as their advantages over alternative adaptive control techniques
for nonlinear, time-varying, hybrid dynamical plants as well as classical MRAC.

1. Introduction
1.1. Motivation

In control systems theory, a very common assumption in the modeling of dynamical plants is their continuity in time and Lipschitz
continuity in the state since these conditions assure the existence and uniqueness of solutions to ordinary differential equations [1,
Ch. 3]. Although these assumptions are sufficiently accurate to model many problems of practical interest, the problem of controlling
plant models that are best captured under weaker assumptions, such as mixed discrete-time and continuous-time dynamics, is rapidly
gaining more interest among researchers and practitioners in control theory. For instance, there is a considerably growing number
of problems that involve discrete-time decision variables that can be selected at unknown time instants [2]. Furthermore, there is
growing attention to problems involving the integration of continuous-time and discrete-time systems. For instance, in autonomous
robotic systems, such as cars or autonomous aircraft, high-level planning systems usually operate at a lower rate than low-level
control systems, and, for this reason, the former are can be considered discrete-time systems and the latter as continuous-time
systems [3]. Finally, there is an emerging interest in mechanical systems subject to contact forces and other phenomena, such as
friction, which experience instantaneous variations in the state or the plant model, or impulsive forces and torques. For these reasons,
the need for control systems for hybrid plants, that is, plants captured by sets of differential and difference equations, and subject
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to instantaneous variations in the state, the system parameters, the plant mode, and external disturbances is becoming increasingly
compelling. In problems of practical interest, however, modeling uncertainties are unavoidable, and, hence, the need for adaptive
control systems, such as model reference adaptive control (MRAC) systems, for hybrid plants has become a necessity.

1.2. Summary of results

In [4], the classical LaSalle-Yoshizawa theorem [5, Th. 4.7] has been extended for the first time to nonlinear time-varying
hybrid (NTVH) dynamical systems. These extensions included both complete and not complete solutions converging to a closed and
bounded subset of the state space [6, Ch. 3]. An application of this result has been the design of the first MRAC system for NTVH
plants affected by parametric and matched uncertainties, whose reset dynamics are unknown.

Despite its classical counterpart [7, Ch. 9], two-layer MRAC [8] allows the user to explicitly set the rate of convergence of the
trajectory tracking error during the transient phase. This result is attained by introducing an auxiliary reference model that drives
the controlled plant’s trajectory to the reference trajectory before the reference model’s transient dynamics have decayed. Indeed, a
key problem of classical MRAC lies in the fact that the trajectory of the closed-loop plant converges to the reference trajectory after
the transient dynamics of the reference model have decayed. This fact limits the effectiveness of classical MRAC since the transient
stage is highly critical in most problems of practical interest, and it is desirable that the controlled plant mimics the reference
model as closely as possible. As discussed in [8], several solutions were devised to guarantee user-defined rates of convergence
of the closed-loop trajectory tracking error dynamics. However, these solutions require modifying the reference model [9], which
limit the user’s ability to set the reference model arbitrarily, involve barrier functions [10], which usually imply overly aggressive
control inputs, or require the use of estimators [11], which add further complexity to the system. Instead, for its close resemblance to
MRAG, the fact that the reference model is not modified, barrier Lyapunov functions are not employed, and no estimator is needed,
two-layer MRAC appears to be a faster, and less demanding solution to the problem of regulating unknown, nonlinear dynamical
models, while setting explicitly the closed-loop system’s rate of convergence.

In this paper, we merge the results presented in [4,8] and present an MRAC architecture for NTVH plants affected by matched
uncertainties, parametric uncertainties, and uncertainties in the resetting events of the plant. A unique feature of the proposed
architecture is that it allows steering the closed-loop trajectory to the reference model’s trajectory uniformly in the sequence of
resetting times and imposing a user-defined rate of convergence on the closed-loop system. The rate of convergence is set by tuning
the eigenvalues of the auxiliary reference model; this result is unprecedented in the context of hybrid systems theory. Furthermore,
the proposed control architecture allows for resetting events in both the reference and the auxiliary model that reduce the trajectory
tracking error introduced by undesired resetting events in the plant dynamics, which occur at time instants that are unknown in
advance. Additionally, the proposed control architecture is unique for its ability to instantaneously reduce the trajectory tracking
error to zero on isolated instances, and hence, instantaneously reduce the control effort, without altering the closed-loop system’s
overall performance.

The proposed control architecture distinguishes itself for several additional features. Firstly, the control law resembles the one of
classical and two-layer MRAC, which eases its implementation. The proposed control law is the product of an adaptive gain matrix
and a vector function of the state, the reference command input, the regressor vector, and the trajectory tracking error. Secondly,
the adaptive gain matrix is computed as an absolutely continuous solution of an adaptive law that is similar to the adaptive law of
classical two-layer MRAC. Finally, instead of the trajectory tracking error, the adaptive law involves an auxiliary error state. This
auxiliary error state captures the difference between the trajectory tracking error, that is, the difference between the controlled
plant state and the reference model’s state, and an auxiliary trajectory tracking error. The auxiliary trajectory tracking error is the
state of a user-defined, time-invariant, hybrid, uncontrolled, linear system. For each mode of this auxiliary system, the eigenvalues
of the state matrix are smaller than any eigenvalue of the state matrix characterizing the reference model. The role of the auxiliary
trajectory tracking error is to steer the controlled plant trajectory to zero at a rate faster than the rate of convergence of the reference
model.

1.3. Literature review and relevance of the proposed results

In 2022, the authors of [12] remarked on how the adaptive control problem for hybrid dynamical systems is substantially under-
explored. Among existing results on the adaptive control of hybrid dynamical systems, it is worthwhile recalling [13], where the
authors consider time-invariant dynamical systems and require the user to provide a Lyapunov-like function to design an adaptive
system. In [14], the authors proposed an adaptive system for the parameter estimation of linear, hybrid systems with matched
uncertainties. An adaptive control system for linear, single-input single-output hybrid plants was proposed in [15], and a linear
hybrid adaptive control method for a class of discrete-time multi-input multi-output systems was proposed in [16]. Worthy of
mention are also the robust and adaptive systems for linear, time-varying, stochastic hybrid plants recently presented in [17,18].
A more conspicuous body of literature concerns the problem of designing adaptive control systems for switched plants. Switched
plants are a subclass of hybrid plants since they experience instantaneous changes in the plant dynamics, but whose trajectories are
continuous in time. Among these works, we recall [12,19-23] to name a few.

This paper advances the state of the art because the proposed MRAC system applies to nonlinear, time-varying, multi-input
multi-state plants. Furthermore, the proposed results apply to hybrid plants, and not switched plants only. The proposed MRAC
system applies to plants affected by functional and parametric uncertainties. Additionally, this work does not require the user to
define the Lyapunov function to certify the effectiveness of the control system, which is usually a daunting task. Finally, this paper
addresses the convergence problem in controlled NTVH plants, which is unprecedented. Worthy of remark is that, to the authors’
knowledge, together with [4], this is the only work on MRAC systems for nonlinear, time-varying, hybrid plants.
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1.4. Content outline

This paper is structured as follows. In Section 2, we present the essential notation used throughout this work. In Section 3, we
recall key notions of hybrid systems theory needed to develop the proposed control system. In Section 4, we introduce the notion
of rate of convergence for linear, time-invariant, hybrid plants, and provide estimates on the rate of convergence of these systems.
In Section 5, we present the proposed MRAC system for NTVH plants. In Section 6, we discuss three numerical examples that
highlight both the applicability of the proposed control architecture and its advantages over the results shown in [4] and classical
MRAC [7, Ch. 9]. The first of these examples involves the outer loop dynamics of a quad-biplane unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV). A
quad-biplane is equipped with two wings and four propellers so that it can operate either as a fixed-wing aircraft or as a quadcopter
according to needs. Since the dynamics of this vehicle change substantially and rapidly across the two modes of operation, an
NTVH model is most suitable for an accurate mathematical representation. The second example involves an actuated disk tasked
with following some user-defined trajectory throughout a maze. This trajectory is unfeasible both because it requires instantaneous
changes in the disk’s translational velocity, and because it would require the disk to penetrate the walls of the maze. To further
challenge the proposed control architecture, collisions between the disk and the walls are modeled as purely elastic and, hence,
introduce resetting events into the plant. The final example shows the applicability and the advantages of the proposed control
system when applied to a multi-rotor UAV tasked with transporting an unknown, unsteady payload while traveling at high speeds
along a lemniscate trajectory. Since the UAV experiences large rotations to closely follow this aggressive trajectory, the payload,
whose inertial properties and location in the casing are unknown, impacts the vehicle are well captured by an NTVH model. Finally,
in Section 7, we draw conclusions and outline future work directions. The Appendix summarized essential elements of two-layer
MRAC for continuous-time plants [8].

2. Notation

The set of positive integers is designated by N, the set of nonnegative integers is designated by N, set of real numbers is represented
by R, set of negative real numbers is represented by R_, the set of nx 1 real column vectors is indicated by R", and the set of n x m real
matrices is indicated by R"™m. The boundary of R c R" is denoted by R, and the closure of R is denoted by R. The open ball of
radius p > 0 centered at x € R" is denoted by B ,(x).

The zero vector in R” and the zero matrix in R"™™ are denoted by 0, and 0,,,,, respectively, and the identity matrix in R™" is
denoted by 1,. The Euclidean vector norm and its equi-induced matrix norm are denoted by || - || [24, Def. 9.4.1]. The eigenvalues of
A € R™" with largest and smallest real part are denoted by A, (4) and 4,;,(A), respectively. Given the set of matrices {Q,} c5,
where X contains finitely many elements, let Ay, ({Q5},cx) £ min{An, (Q5), ¢ € Z} and Ay ({Qs},cx) 2 minfAn, (Q5)
o € X} denote the eigenvalues of the collection of matrices {Q,},cs with smallest and largest real parts, respectively.

3. Fundamentals of hybrid systems theory

Time-varying, hybrid dynamical systems can be captured by

x(1) = fo(t, x(@)), t,x(1) € R, (€]
x(rF) = gg(t, x(1),  (,x()) €R, @
with x(7,) = x,, and initial time #, € [0, o), Z C R" an open set such that 0 € Z, and R C (7y, 00)xZ. The flow map, f. : [ty, 0)xZ — R"
is Lebesgue integrable, locally bounded, and such that f,(z,0,) = 0, for all # € [¢,, o0). The jump map g, : [t,, 0)xZ — R" is continuous
and locally bounded. A resetting event occurs whenever (¢, x(r)) € R for some ¢ > t,. The resetting time before t > t, is defined as
te 2min{t > 1, ¢ (t, st t_;,x,_y)) € R} for all k € N, where s : [t;, 0)X[0,0)x Z — Z denotes the flow of solutions of (1) and (2).
The system (1) and (2) is assumed to be left-continuous [25, Def. 12.1]; the proposed arguments can be ported to right-continuous

systems [26]. We also assume that (7, xy) € R, and the case (f,, x,) € R can be addressed applying similar arguments.

Definition 3.1. Let 7 C [#), ) be connected and such that 7, € 7. Let x : T — Z be piecewise absolutely continuous, have a finite
number of discontinuities on any compact subinterval of 7, and be such that
x(t) € K[f.1(, x(1)), for all (1, x(2)) € ? 3
x(tt) € Klggl(t, x(1)), for all (1,x(r)) € E, 4)
where T 2 (I x 2)\ R,

K[fc](z,x)éﬂa<fc <E5<[i]>nr>> tx)eT, )

6>0

Klgt. 0 2 (g (E (H)nn), t.x)eR, 6)
d Q) al Pl |,
denote the Krasovskii regularizations of (1) and (2), respectively, and co(-) denotes the convex closure of its argument. Then, x(-) is
a Krasovskii solution of (1) and (2). If there do not exist a connected set J C [f,, o) and a Krasovskii solution x : J — Z of (1)
and (2) such that 7 c J and x(¢) = x(), t € T, then x : T — Z is a maximal Krasovskii solution of (1) and (2). If T = [¢,, ), then a
Krasovskii solution x : T — Z of (1) and (2) is complete.
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Discontinuities of solutions of (1) and (2) in the sense of Krasovskii are assumed to occur at the resetting times only. Furthermore,
we make the following assumptions.

Assumption 3.1. If (1,x(1)) € ﬁ\ R, then there exists € > 0 such that, for all § € (0,¢), s(t + 6,1, x()) & R.

Assumption 3.2. If (t;,x(7;)) € 0R N R, then there exists ¢ > 0 such that, for all § € (0,¢), s(t; + 5.7, x(tZ)) Z R.

By Assumptions 3.1 and 3.2, solutions of (1) and (2) do not enter the interior of R. Furthermore, by Assumption 3.2, the
phenomenon of beating is averted, that is, solutions to not incur into the same resetting event multiple times in zero time.

Next, we present two generalizations of the LaSalle-Yoshizawa theorem to the NTVH dynamical system (1) and (2). These results
prove sufficient conditions for pre-attractivity for (1) and (2) of a compact set containing the origin. To state these results, let
x @ [ty, ) — Z be a solution of (1) and (2). Furthermore, let V' : [y, 00) X Z — R be absolutely continuous over compact intervals
of [#,, o) not containing resetting times in their interior for each x € Z, and, for each r € [#), ), Lipschitz continuous and regular
over Z [27, pp. 63-641, [28, p. 39]. Let W : Z — R be absolutely continuous and nonnegative definite. Let 7, € [t,, %), k € N, be
such that 7, = 1y; 1; = t;; if Zj:ll [V(t;', x(t;.’)) -V, x(tj))] >0, k € N\ {1}, along a solution of (1) and (2), then

; k-1
7, = inf {t € [1g, o) : / Wx(o)dr > Y [V(t;r,x(t;r)) - V(tj,x(tj))] } : )
fo j=1

and if Zj‘;ll [V(t}',x(t;')) -V, x(tj))] <0, then 7, =t,. Finally, define the critical times
fr £ max {7, }. (€©))

Theorem 3.1 ([4]). Consider the hybrid, time-varying, nonlinear dynamical system given by (1) and (2), assume that all solutions of (1)
and (2) are complete, and assume that Z = R". Let V : [t;,00) X Z — R be absolutely continuous in its first argument over compact
intervals of [t(, ) C R + that do not contain resetting times in their interior for each x € Z and Lipschitz continuous and regular in the
second argument for each t € [t,, o). Assume that

Wi(x) SV (t,x) S Wy(x), (t,x) € [ty,0) X Z, 9
Vt,x) < -WK), (t,x) ¢ ([to,oo) x (z \Z)) nR, (10)

where W, W, : Z — R are positive-definite and radially unbounded, A c Z is compact and such that 0 € A, and W : Z — R is
continuously differentiable on Z \ {0, }, nonnegative-definite, and such that W (x) > 0 for all x € Z \ A. If

fo<t,, keN, an
and 332, [V, X)) =V, x(1,))] exists and is finite, then every maximal solution x(-) of (1) and (2) is uniformly bounded in ()i
and such that lim,_, , dist(x(t), A) = 0 for all x, € R" uniformly in {1, } e

A direct consequence of Theorem 3.1 is the following result, which provides sufficient conditions for the uniform boundedness
and convergence of the solution of the NTVH system (1) and (2) to the origin.

Theorem 3.2. Consider the NTVH dynamical system given by (1) and (2), assume that all maximal solutions of (1) and (2) are complete,
and assume that Z = R". Let V : [t;, ) X Z — R be absolutely continuous in its first argument over compact intervals of [t,, o) that do
not contain resetting times in their interior for each x € Z and Lipschitz continuous and regular in the second argument for each t € [t, ).
Assume that (9) is verified,

V(t,x) < -W(x), (t,x) & (R U ([tg,00) x {0})), (12)

where W : Z — R is continuously differentiable and nonnegative-definite, Z;";] [V(t;r,x(t;)) =V, x(t))| exists and is finite, and (11)
is verified. Then, every maximal solution x(-) of (1) and (2) is uniformly bounded in {1} el and such that lim,_, ., W (x(t)) = 0 for all

xo € R" uniformly {1},

Proof. The result follows from Theorem 3.2 with A = {0}. [ ]
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4. Rate of convergence of linear hybrid dynamical systems

In this section, we introduce the notion of rate of convergence of linear, time-invariant, hybrid dynamical systems. Consider the
linear, hybrid dynamical system

et O] _ [Aret.oXret @) + Breg o1t Xt (1) _ [*ref0 ‘
[ 6(1) ] h [ 0 ’ o(ty) - oo (1 xpep(D) € Ra(,), 13)
xref(t+) _ « (t « « R i
) = 8a,o(t) (s Xeer (D), 2 Xpef (1) € Ry

where x.¢ : [fg,00) > R", 6 : [f,0) = 2, T £ {1,...,00, ), u : [fy,0) = R™ is piecewise continuous and bounded, A, € R™",
o € %, is Hurwitz, B¢, € R™", and g4, : [t;, ) x Z — R” is continuous in its arguments, locally bounded, and such that, together
with the set of resetting events R C [ty, 00) X (Z \ {0}), Assumptions 3.1 and 3.2 are verified.

By proceeding as in [6, Ch. 1], it can be proven that the linear, hybrid system (13) and (14) is a special case of (1) and (2). The
mode o(-) is a piecewise constant function used to track instantaneous variations in the continuous-time plant dynamics. Indeed,
it follows from (13) that, between two consecutive resetting events, 6(t) = 0, and it follows from (14) that o(-) varies only across
resetting events.

Definition 4.1. Let x,;
{te e then the rate of convergence of x,.;(-) is defined as

: [ty, ) — R" denote a solution of (13) and (14) with u() =0, 1 > #. If lim,_, , x,;(f) = 0 uniformly in

1 t
o Xref () 2 sup liminf M.

(15)
Xrer (0)ER™M\ [0} 77 o —1

Definition 4.1 extends the classical definition of rate of convergence of continuous-time, linear, asymptotically stable dynamical
systems [29]. The next result provides some properties of (13) and (14), which are essential to the scopes of this paper.

Lemma 4.1. Consider the NTVH, linear dynamical system given by (13) and (14). Suppose that lim,_, o, X,¢(t) = 0 uniformly in {t,}, 5
with u(t) = 0, t > to. Then, a,,(x.()) = —max,cs Re(Ayay(Arer ;). Furthermore, if u(-) is piecewise continuous and bounded, and

Assumptions 3.1 and 3.2 are verified by (13) and (14), then there exist &, : [ty, 00) > R_, y; > 1, and y, € (0, 1) such that, for any k € N,

s Ol < gon s (@) — 7L max I Bret.o | sup lu®ll, 1€ [t tyepy) (16)
f - b,k - Bor1 74 W ’ ko tk+1/
re Y Yy o€ Re(ﬂmax(Aref,o—)) 1€[t(,00) *
where
Bubk (D 2 71 e DT 1+ max gy (1), k€N, 17)
1€ty ty) i
Bub0(1) 2 7y [1Xep (1) || 10, 18)

and liminf,_,  &(t) = max ¢y Re(Apax (Aret o))-

Proof. It holds that x,.(f) = eA"efv"(rk)(I_Zk)xref(lz) +/t1’{ etreto® B L u(t)dz, t € [1;,1,,,), for all k € N [30, p. 33]. Thus, applying the

triangle inequality and the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality, it holds that

A (1=t)
et O < e 2w g (1)

t
+ 1Bregopll _sup | o] / et=ie@=o]a ). 1€t tip. 19
1€tk tgt1) Tk
As shown in [31], there exist & : [f;,0) - R_ and y; > 1 so that
||eArcf,u(x)(f*fk)|| < },lef(t)(r—w’ 1€ [t ter)s (20)

.
where, if o(r) = o(1,) for all 1 > 1,, then lim,_, , £() = [Re(zmx(A,ewk}))] . Hence, if u(r) = 0, 1 > 1,, then it follows from (15) that

amax(xref(’)) = —MaX;ex Re(imax(Aref,(r))'
Since ||Z,]| = 1, Fact 11.18.8 of [24] implies that leArefa =D < iz el2ReUmx(Areto)0=0) 5 = 5 for all t € [t ), for all = € [1y,1],
and for any y, € (0, 1). Thus, (16) follows from (19) and the fact that, for any k € N and any ¢ € 2,

t 00
/ 2R Aret N0 g < / 7 R (A )1=7) g 7

Ik Tk

-1
== (YZRe(}'max(Aref,a))) > te [tk’ tk+])' .
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5. Two-layer MRAC for hybrid systems
5.1. Plant and reference model dynamics

In this section, we present the two-layer MRAC law for NTVH plants affected by matched and parametric uncertainties, and
uncertainties in the resetting events. To this goal, consider the plant model

[x(z) _ [Al,@x(t) + B, [u(t)+ LI x(t))]]

6(1) 0

x(to)| _ |xo

et e AT @b
)
[;(ﬁ) = 84,001 x(1)), (, x(1) € Ryy) (22)

where x : [ty,0) — R” denotes the plant state, the piecewise continuous function u : [fy,0) — R™ denotes the control input,
f}a € R“j(”, ¢ € X, is unknown, the mapping o A, is unknown, the mapping o — B~Cr is unknown, the pair (4,, B,) is controllable,
6, € RN«*" js unknown, the mapping ¢ +— 6, is unknown, and the regressor vector @, : [t;, o) x R" — RNs is Lipschitz continuous
and known. The ith resetting time of the resetting event R, > (i,0) ENX X is given by

tplant,i = Inill{t > tplant,i—l 1 (@, s(y,_l (@, tplunl,i—ls xi—l)) & R"i—l }, (23)

where {o;_; }ien C Z, 55,_, (s tpiant,i—1> Xi—1) denotes the flow of the plant (21) and (22) originated by the R,  resetting event at
time 7y, ;—; and from the initial condltlon x;_. In this paper, the jump map g4 ,(-.-), ¢ € X, is known and uncontrollable and the
resetting events {Rg},, <= C R" are unknown. The resetting times {#,1,n.,; };ey are unknown a priori, and are assumed to be known as
soon as a resetting event in the plant occurs. With any piecewise continuous control input u(-), (21) and (22) are assumed to verify
Assumptions 3.1 and 3.2.

Next, consider the reference model

[x:(ft()t)] - [Aref,a(t)xref (tz)"' Bret o" (t)] , x:(ft(:?)] = [x::)‘vo] s (X (D) € R o) 24
[x:(fg:)] = 8aref o () (T Xret (1), (#, Xpet (1) € Riet (1) (25)

where A, € R™", ¢ € X, is Hurwitz and such that
Arero = Ay + B,K] (26)

for some K, , € R™", B, € R™" is such that

ref,o

B, = B,K!, 27)

ref,o

for some K, ; € R™, and the reference command input r : [t;, ) — R™ is piecewise continuous and such that ||r(1)|| < r,,, where

x = 0. The reference model’s dynamics, that is, r(-), Af,, 0 € X, and B, , are user-defined, and their trajectories capture the
desired closed-loop system’s dynamics; note that since r(-) is piecewise continuous and bounded and A, ., is Hurwitz, x,(-) is
bounded between resetting events. The jump map g ., (-, ) and the set of resetting events {Rref’g}gE  are discussed in Section 5.2
below.

Finally, consider the auxiliary model for the trajectory tracking error’s transient dynamics

[élran(t) — [Alran,o(t)etran(t)] [etran(to)] - [xO - xref,O]
%0

6(1) 0 o(to)
(l’ etran(l)) ¢ R’tran,a(t)7 (28)
etran(th)

o’(t+) = gd,tran,o(r)(t! etran(t))’ (t’ elran(t)) € Rtran,5(1)5 (29)

where A, , € R™", ¢ € X, is Hurwitz, user-defined, and such that
lgleag Re(imax(Atran,o-)) < (I)_Igg Re(/lmin(Aref,o)) (30

and

Atran,a = Aref,a + BaKZg (31

for some K, , € R™". Condition (30) means that, in the complex plane, all the eigenvalues of the collection of matrices {Atmny(,}(IE 5
must be chosen by the user to lie to the left of the eigenvalues of any eigenvalue of any matrix in the collection {A,} _.. The

cEX
JUmp map gy ;rano(t: €iran)s (0.1, eiran) € T X[, 00)XR", and the set of resetting events {R 4, } are discussed in Section 5.2 below.

ceX
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(28)
(29)

wl| GO 2
(22)

Fig. 5.1. Wire diagram of the proposed control architecture.

5.2. Control system outline

To present adaptive control laws to drive the trajectories of the plant model (21) and (22) toward the trajectories of the reference
model (24) and (25), let

e(t) 2 x(t) — X, (1), t>tg, (32)
() 2 e(t) — eran(®), (33)

denote the trajectory tracking error and the auxiliary trajectory tracking error, respectively. Note that if lim,_ e, (f) = 0, then
lim,_, o, |le(®) — e(®)|| = 0. The trajectory tracking error captures the relative distance of the controlled plant model from the reference
model, and the auxiliary trajectory tracking error captures the difference between the closed-loop trajectory tracking error dynamics
and the desired trajectory tracking error dynamics. After the transient dynamics have decayed, the auxiliary trajectory tracking error
reduces to the trajectory tracking error.

Define
D, (1, x,0) & [xT,rT (1), -DL(t, %), eT]T . (o,1,x,€) € X X [ty,00) X R" x R", (34)
0, 2 [KI.KL,.6T.KL,] . (35)
B,(1,%,0) 2 [ 15, @PT . x,0), .. 15, (OIPT,x, e)]T : (36)
o2 [@f,...,@;fr, (37)

and N £2n+m+3Y"_ N, and note that

[é(l) _ |:Alran’6(t)e(t)+ B, [u(t) - OTd, (1, x(1), e(t))]] [E(to)] - [0]
o : ,

(1) o(ty) oy
((t» x(’)) ¢ Ra(r)) A ((tv xref(t)) $ Rref,a(l)) A ((t’ elran(l)) ¢ Rtran,a(r)) ’ (38)
+
[;itt-#)) = gd,o(r)(ts x(t)) - gd,ref,ﬁ(t)(t’ Xref (1)) - gd,tran,o(r) (I’ eref,tran(t))’

((L X(I)) € Ra(r)) v ((l’ Xref(t)) € Rref,zr(t)) A\ ((t’ etran(t)) € Rtran,a(r)) ’ (39)
where A represents the operator and, v represents the operator or, X; C X denotes the jth out of o,,, partitions of X, and

1z %; — {0, 1} symbolizes the indicator function.

Remark 5.1. The dynamical model (38) and (39) is employed only to prove the boundedness of e(-), £(-), and the adaptive gains
introduced later in this section, and the convergence of both e(-) and (-) to zero. In practice, however, &(-) is deduced from (32)
and (33), assuming that x(-) is directly measurable, x,.(-) is computed by the controller integrating (24) and (25), and e,,() is
computed by the controller integrating (28) and (29); for details, see Fig. 5.1, which schematically captures the proposed control
system.

Consider the control law
6, ®,(t,x,e) = 0Td (1,x,¢),  (6,1,x,¢,0) € T X [ty,00) X R" x R" x RN*", (40)
and the adaptive law

é(t):—Faa(,)(t,x(t),e(t))sT(t)PamBa(,), O(t) = 6y, 1> 1, (41)

7
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where the adaptive rate matrix I' € RVXVN is positive-definite, P, € R"™", ¢ € X, is the positive-definite and such that

Opn = AT P+ P Ajan s + Qo (42)

nxn tran,o
and Q, € R™" is positive-definite. Furthermore, consider the Lyapunov function candidate

V(t,e,40) 2 €' P, e +tr (40TT7140),  (1,€,46) € [t), c0) x R" x RN, (43)
where 40(t) £ 6(r) — O, and define

W(e) 2 duin ({Qs }pex) eI, e€R" (44)

The adaptive law (41) is a switched dynamical system, that is, it experiences discontinuities in its dynamics, but not in its state. Thus,
the adaptive gains are computed as the Carathéodory, hence, absolutely continuous, solutions of (41). Consequently, discontinuities
of V(1,e(),00)), t > 19, are due to discontinuities in P,,e(?).

We define the set of resetting events of the reference model as

Riet,,, 2 (tyer;, ) X R, (i,w) e NXN, (45)

where

A - .
tref,iw = mf{t > max{tplam,is tref,iw—l} .

: k-1
Wie@dr 2 Y [V} e, 00,) = V1), 60,)| } (46)
=1

To

The resetting events of the auxiliary model (28) and (29) are such that

R, = (twani, } X R, (.w) ENXN, (47)
where
t
A - .
Itran,iwq Sinf{ 7> max{tplam,i’ Iref,iw—l ’ ttran,iwq—l } . W(etran(r))df
fo
k-1
> max{ Y [Vt e, 64,) - Vt;.e0,).64))]
j=1
—1
I:VIran(t;—7 elran(t;‘)) - Vlran(tj’ elran(tj ))] } }’ (48)
j=1
and
Viean(t: €iran) 2 €anPoy@usans (1 ean) € [19. 00) X R (49)

Thus, we partition the set of resetting times of (38) and (39) as {#; }ren = {Zpiant,i }iGNU(UieN{tlran,iw }WGN)U(UEN UWGN{tref,,-wq }qu).

Both (46) and (48) can be interpreted as conditions on the dwell times of the reference model and the auxiliary model, respectively.

Remark 5.2. To illustrate the proposed control architectures, four sets of indices are used. The index i numbers the resetting events
in the plant. The index i,, numbers the resetting events in the reference model. The index i,, numbers the resetting events in the
reference auxiliary model. The index k numbers all resetting events. The generic index j is reserved for summations over {1, ..., k}.

The jump map in (25) is defined as
T
Sareraltoveer) 2 [¥L(05 0.0] @t xep) € E X0, 00) X R, (50)

and the jump map in (29) is defined as

T
AT 4+
&d tran,c — [etran(tlran.iwq ), 0] B (o,t, e[ran) € X X [ty, o0) X R", (51)
where
+ —
xref(t,-ef,,-w) = x(tref,iw) - etran(tre[,iw)

T
€ (trcf,iu,)Pa(r,ef.fw)S(trcf,i,l,.) = Zret,iy, _%
- P href(tref,iw7 E(Iref,iu,))’

T +
href(tref,iu, ’ g(tref,iw Nhiet (tref,iw > E(tref,iw ) g(t"Cf-"w)

(i,w) e NxN, (52)
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T
etran(llran,iwq )Pv(t"an‘,»w )elran(llran,iwq) - zlran,iwq
q

+
Ctran (ttran i ) == T
“a h1ran(ttran g E(Itran,iwq ))htran (Itran,iwq ’ E(ttran,iwq )

P6<'2¢an, JPranCecaniy, > €Cirani, ) (1w, q) ENXNXN, (53)
“q
the vector functions A, : [fp,00) X R" - N and Ay, : [fp, 00) X R" - N" are such that
Rt (1, e (t,€) > 0, (1,€) € [1g,00) X R" \ {0}, (54)
lran(t g)htran(t 8) >0, (55)

Dot (1,0) = 0, hypn(2,0) =0
Zref iy, (0 3 (trefz )P o(lref iy,) (1 ref lu)) >

eran.iwq <0 elmn(ttran g )P”(’lmn.rwq )elran(ltran,iwq )> s

1
are user-defined, the series > >™_ 1zrct i, and X2 ¥ 12 are convergent, and P? € R™, ¢ € X, is symmetric,

—1 Ztran, i,
positive- deﬁmte, and such that P, = P? Pz. The user- deﬁned vector functions A, (-,-) and A, (-, -) can be chosen, for example, as

Nt (t,€) = o'(t)E (t,€) € [tg,00) X R", and Ay, (1,€) = a(r)
Remark 5.3. The proposed control framework does not modify the mode o(-). In the proposed approach, the mode is
modified by the plant dynamics only according to (21). Indeed, it follows from (52) and (53) that gy e ¢, \(t;, > Xrer(t;,)) and
Sdwranc; )T, Cranti,) do not modify cr(tlf) for any (i,w) € NxN.

To improve the closed-loop trajectory tracking error dynamics one can set

elran(f;an,iwq) = —e(flmn’iwq ), (i,w,q) ENXxNxN (56)

where |J; , sen {?mm[ } denote user-defined resetting times such that 7, > max{z t t (i,w,q) € NxNxN.

)= x(tmm, ), that is, the trajectory tracking error e(-) is instantaneously set to zero,

tran,i,, plant,i> ‘ref,i,,—1> “tran iuq—l}

This way, it follows from (33) that x,. (7"

tran,, l
while preserving the closed-loop system’s overall trackmg performance. It follows from (40) and (41) that an advantage of setting
the trajectory tracking error to zero by means of (56) is to instantaneously reduce the control effort and the rate of adaptation.
Rearranging the indexes of the plant’s resetting events, these user-defined resetting times will be considered resetting times of the
plant, that is, we will set [J;ey Uen {Tirani, toen € Uien{Zpianti}ien- Without the auxiliary model given by (28) and (29), that is,
employing the hybrid control framework in [4], this result would have not been possible.

5.3. Applicability of the proposed control architecture

Fig. 5.1 and Algorithm 1 capture the proposed control architecture. In the Appendix, the two-layer MRAC system for continuous-
time plants is recalled and briefly summarized by Fig. A.1 and Algorithm 3; for additional details, see [8]. Comparing Fig. 5.1 to
Fig. A.1 and Algorithm 1 to Algorithm 3, it is apparent how, if the resetting set for the reference model (45) is not attained (Line 5
of Algorithm 1 is not verified) and the resetting set (47) is not attained (Line 11 of Algorithm 1 is not verified), then the proposed
control system (lines 17-22 of Algorithm 1) reduces to the two-layer MRAC formulation for continuous-time systems (lines 4-9
of Algorithm 3). Therefore, the proposed hybrid architecture augments a control scheme designed for continuous-time systems by
adding resetting events for the reference model (Lines 6-9 of Algorithm 1) and the auxiliary model (Lines 12-15 of Algorithm 1),
while retaining the original continuous-time structure. Algorithm 2 shows an example of how to compute {z W i€ N, and
{Zirani,, 1, 8iven some user-defined convergent series.

The fact that the proposed two-layer MRAC architecture for NHTV systems augments the two-layer MRAC architecture for
continuous-time systems provides an advantage in terms of tuning the system parameters. The parameters that characterize the
two-layer MRAC architecture, namely A, Bief s> Airane> and O, can be tuned for each mode ¢ € X separately employing the
same approach as for continuous time-systems. The matrices A,;, and B, , should be chosen to capture the ideal behavior of the
closed-loop system in each mode ¢ € X. The matrices {Atm,a}a <~ should be chosen so that, in the complex plane, their eigenvalues
are to the left of the eigenvalues of {Arefﬁ}u <x- The larger is the distance between the set of eigenvalues of {A"an,(,}d < from the
set of eigenvalues of {Aref,(,}a <> the larger is convergence rate of the trajectory tracking error. However, as noted in [8], a larger
distance between the set of eigenvalues of {A"am}a <~ from the set of eigenvalues of {Amfﬁ}a <= may induce a larger overshoot in
trajectory tracking error. Matrices Q,, o € Z, with larger equi-induced norm facilitate the activation of the resetting conditions (45)
and (47). However, larger values of ||Q, ||, ¢ € X, usually also induce higher computational times. The adaptive rate matrix I" can
be tuned employing the same guidelines as classical MRAC [32].

In this paper, we employed geometric series for 32, ¥z, and 32, ¥ ¥ Zuran, However, any other convergent

ref,iy, }we

series can be employed. Larger values of the elements of these series produce more significant reductions in the tracking error at



M. Gramuglia et al. Journal of the Franklin Institute 361 (2024) 106854

Algorithm 1 Algorithm for two-layer MRAC for hybrid plants

Input: x(1), o(1) > Plant state given by (21) and (22)
Output: u(r) > Control input with control law given by (40)

1 k< 0,i<0,i,<0,i w, < 0 > Initialize the reset counters
2 Xpep(1g) < Xrer 0 uran(fo) < X(fg) = Xpep 05 Olty) < 6y > Set the initial conditions
30 Set Brergys Arer,, HUIWItZ, & Ajryy g, 8-t (30) is verified > Initialize the reference models
4: while 7 > ¢, do
5 if (t, X1 (1)) € Ry, then > If the resetting set (45) is reached
6: Zroti, < Algorithm 2 with inputs &(z), Potys Zretiyy—1
7: iy i+, ke—k+1 > Update the reference model counter i, and k
8: Trefi, < 5 I <1 > Update resetting times
9: X,ef (1) < right-hand side of (53) > Induce variation in the reference trajectory
10: end if
11: if (1, e 00 (1) € Ritanc;, then > If the resetting set (47) is reached
12: Zurang, < Algorithm 2 with inputs e,g,(1), Py k
13: i, <—qiwq +1, k< k+1 > Update the second layer counter i, and k
14: Neani, < bt <1 > Update resetting times
15: eyan(ty) < right-hand side of (53) > Induce variation in the second layer
16: end if
17: xref(t) - /’lt( (Aref,a(t)xref(t) + Bref,a(t)r(t)) dr + xref(tk) > Apply (24)
18: etran(l) - ,/;,i Alran,o(r)etran(r)df + x(tk) - xref(rk) > Apply (28)
19: e(t) « x(t) = X, (1) > Compute the trajectory tracking error
20: (1) < e(t) — eqan(®) > Compute the error from the second layer
2. O@F) « — /,(’) T, (t,x(7), e(1)eT (1) Py ) By dr + 6 > Apply (41)
220 u(t) < n(O), Dy (t. x(1), e(1)) > Apply (40)

23: end while

Algorithm 2 Algorithm to find z.¢; and z.,,; (See lines 6 and 12 in Algorithm 1)
w g

Input: e, P, k
Output: z
This algorithm assumes, for example, that the underlying series has generic element z = k™* with « > 1 and k € N. Alternative
convergent series can be used

1
1: k = max { [(eTPe)7;] s Kprevious + 1}
2 z=k™"

previous

the resetting events (45) and (47). The faster {zref’i } and {erani } converge to zero, the sooner the effect of the proposed
b ill/' ’ u"q [M/'

resetting mechanisms decays. To overcome this problem, these series can be reset. However, series must not be reset infinitely many
times in any finite-time interval.

5.4. Effectiveness of the proposed control architecture

In this section, we present the main result of this paper. It follows from (21), (22), (24) and (25) that the trajectory tracking
error dynamics are given by

[é(l) _ [Arer,a(,)e(t) + B, [V(l) - 0o, x(l),e(t))]] [e(fo) _ [Xo - xref,()]

6() 0 oltp)| ~ )

(4, x(0) & Roq)) At Xeef () & Rt o)) » (57)
D g x(t) = )
o) = &d.c(n\l 8d.ref,o()\ls Xref (1)),

(1. x(0) € Rygry) V (1. X (1) € Reeg os)) - (58)

The next result shows that if u(7) = n(é(t),aa(t, x(1)), t = t, O(-) verifies (41), the reference trajectory Xeof () is reset according to
(52) whenever the resetting condition (45) is met, and the auxiliary variable e, (-) is reset according to (53) whenever the resetting
condition (47) is met, then e(-) and O(-) are uniformly bounded, and the rate of convergence of the trajectory tracking error is such

10
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that
Umax (€()) 2 a, (59)

where @ > —Re(4,(Aer)) = —Re(A,,(ALer)) is a user-defined parameter.

Theorem 5.1.  Consider the plant model (21) and (22) with u() = n(6(t), @D -1, x(1)), t > ty, and adaptive law (41), the reference
model (24) and (25) with set of resetting events given by (45), and the auxiliary model (28) and (29) with set of resetting events given
by (47). Let Re(Apa(Ajrans)) < Re(Apin(Arer ), 0 € Z. Then, both the trajectory tracking error e(-) and the adaptive gain matrix 6(-)
are bounded uniformly in {1} and e(t) - 0 ast — oo for all ey € R" uniformly in { Furthermore, (59) is verified with
a>— minaEZ Re()“min(Aref,a))'

keN’ ) keN®

Proof. Consider the Lyapunov function candidate (43). By applying Theorem 3.2 and proceeding as in the proof of Theorem 4
of [4], it is possible to prove that every maximal solution &(-) of (38) and (39) is uniformly bounded in {7, } e () is uniformly
bounded in {te} e and £(t) - 0 as t — oo uniformly in {7, } This passage is omitted for brevity.

Next, note that

Jmin ({ P} pes) Newanll® < Viean(ts €an) < Amax ({ Py} o) Newanll’s
(1, €ran) € [1g, 0) X R", (60)

keN*

and

Vtran(t’ etran(t)) = _W(etran(t))7 re [IO’ oo) (61)

Furthermore, note that the condition (11) on the critical times of (28) and (29) is always verified, since discontinuities occur at the
critical times only. By proceeding as in the Proposition 3 of [4], we verify that

© o o©

Z [Vlran(tJrv etran(tz)) tran(tk’ etran(tk)) Z Z Z Ztran, lw (62)
k=1 i=1 w=1 g=1

Therefore, it follows from Theorem 3.2 that e,,,(-) is bounded and e, () - 0 as t - oo uniformly in 7, € [0, ) and {7 };cn-
By the triangle inequality [5, Def. 2.6], it holds that

le®ll = [lle®l = llewan®I] . 1210 (63)

Since both £(-) and e, (-) are uniformly bounded, and £(r) - 0 and e,,,,(t) - 0 as t — oo uniformly in 7, € [0, ) and {#; },en, e(-) is
uniformly bounded and e(r) - 0 as t - oo uniformly in ¢, € [0, ) and {#; } -

Finally, A@T(t)ao(,)(t, x(1),e()), t > ty, t > ty, is a bounded control input for (38) and (39) with u(t) = n(é(t),ao(t, x(1))). Since
e(t) = (1) + eygn(t), t > 1o, and log(a + f) = loga + log (1 + a~!) for all @, > 0, it follows from (28) and (29), (38) and (39), and
Lemma 4.1 that there exist ¢ : [ty,0) = R, y; > 1, and y, € (0, 1) such that lim,_, , £(f) = max,c s> Re(A,, (A4 )) and

tran,oc

4! ”Bo'(t) |
Vo MaAX;e s Re(’lmax(Atran,n))

log (le@®)Il) < log (111X — Xpefoll) + €@ — 19) + 10g<1 -

T€E[tg,00)

sup “A@T(T)E(,(T)(T, x(1), e(r))” [eFO0—10)y,||x, — xref’0||]1>,

t € ltg,00)\ [ J {1} (64)

keN

log (1 - Ce‘("’ﬂ))
Now, since lim,_,,, ———— = =0forall { > 0 and 4 < 0, lim,_,, e(r) = 0 uniformly in {

that liminf,_,  &(f) > max,cs Re(Am(A[er +)), it follows from Definition 4.1, (64), and (30) that
max (e(+)) 2 — max Re(imax(Atran,a))
ceX
> _Re(}‘min(Aref,a))
> —Re(Apx(Arer o)) > 0, 0 € Z, (65)

!} y» @nd, by Lemma 4.1, it holds

and the result is proven.

Theorem 5.1 captures the key original contribution of this paper, namely an MRAC system for NTVH plants affected by
parametric and matched uncertainties. In particular, consider the NTVH system with continuous-time dynamics given by (21) with
u(t) = n(@(z),a,,(t, x(1)), t = ty, (41), (24), and (28), and with discrete-time dynamics given by (22), (25), and (29). Theorem 5.1
proves uniform boundedness of the trajectory tracking error e(-) and of the adaptive gains @(-), and convergence of the trajectory
tracking error e(-) to zero uniformly in the series of resetting times {#, }, .- Furthermore, Theorem 5.1 proves that a user-defined rate
of convergence of e(-) can be imposed by choosing the eigenvalues of {Ammy(,}(I <=~ The implementation of this system is illustrated
by Fig. 5.1 and Algorithm 1. The next two results prove uniform boundedness of the auxiliary error and of the reference trajectory.

11
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Theorem 5.2. Consider the reference model (28) and (29) with set of resetting events given by (47). The reference trajectory e.,,(-) is

bounded uniformly in {1}, & and lim,_, o, ey, (t) = 0 uniformly in {t,}, -

Proof. Consider the Lyapunov-like function V;,,(-,-) given by (49). This function is continuously differentiable and radially
unbounded, and, hence, (9) is verified with W(eqan) = Viean @ €ran) = Wa(eran)s (s €an) € 1, 0) X Z, and Z = R”. Next, along
the trajectories of (28) and (29), it holds that

Vtran(t’ etran) = _e?;anQa(t)etran < _Zmin ({QU}JEZ) ”etran”2 <0,

(t’ eref) & U R’tran,a7 (66)

ceX

where Ry, , is given by (47), Hence, (12) is verified with W (x) = Auin ({Qs },5) lletranll*. Furthermore, Assumptions 3.1 and 3.2
are verified, since, by (48), fyan;, > fyani, -1 for all (,w,q) € Nx N x N. Finally, since (62) is verified, the result follows from
Theorem 3.2. [ ] ! !

Theorem 5.3. Consider the reference model (24) and (25) with set of resetting events given by (45). The reference trajectory x,.(-) is
bounded uniformly in {1},
Proof. Consider the Lyapunov-like function

V;ef(t’ xref) 2 x;l"ef Pa(t)xref’ (t’ xref) € [t()’ oo) X Rn’ (67)

where P, € R™" is the symmetric, positive-definite solution of

A;l;f,gpa + PaAref,a =-0,, ce . 68)
The function V,(-,-) is continuously differentiable and radially unbounded, and (9) is verified with Z = R”", W (x,4) =

Anin ({ Py }yex)> AN Wo(Xper) = Aipax ({Ps } ) fOr all (¢, xpep) € [£g, 00) X Z.
Along the trajectories of (24) and (25), it holds that
V(t’ xref) < _x;l;fQﬁ(t)xref + 2||Bref,o- ” ”Po'(t) ” ”xref ” ”I‘(T)”

7 2
< ~min ({Q0 fpe) et I? + 2rmax max (I1Bret.o 1P 1) Tt ]

<O %) € (110,00 % (2\ Ayt ) ) 1 < U Rref,(,), (69)

cEX

where R is given by (45) and

ref,o
A2 {xref ER" : el < 2 maxfez (I1Brero NI P, 1) } 70)
Amin ({Qﬂ}aez)
is compact. Furthermore, Assumptions 3.1 and 3.2 are verified, since, by (46), tref;, > fref,;,—1 for all (i, w) € NxN.
To prove that Y37 | [V (], x,ep(t1)) = V(14 X, (£,))], We note that
0
Z [Veet (s Xeet (D) = V (1 Xpeg (1))] = Jim x:—ref(l:)Po-(tZ)xref(t;) = %} (1) Py, )Xo (11). (71)

~
Il

Now, limy_, o Zrery = 0 since X2\ ¥ | Zier; = X Zrer i 18 finite, and limy_, o, €0 (f) = 0 by Theorem 5.2. Therefore, it follows

from (52) that lim,_, ||xref(t:) — x|l = 0. It follows from Theorem 5.1 that lim,_, o, ||x.;(#) — x(?)|| = 0 uniformly in (e, which
implies that limy_, o, [|x,er(f}) = Xr(1)|| = 0. Consequently,
[se]
Z Vet Xpet 6) = V(g Xpep (1)) = klgg’ Xrch(’k)Pg(z;)xref(’k) - ercf(fl)Pa(x,>xref(’1)
k=1
< ax ({Po} pes) Jim e )l (72)

As discussed in Remark 5.3, the mode o(-) changes only if the plant model changes. Hence, A, ,, Bt o, Q,, and P, may vary
only upon a resetting event of the plant model, and the convergence properties of the sequence {x.;(t,)};2, are the same as the
convergence properties as the subsequence {x..¢(t; )}°_. Thus, limy_ o [Ixger (1)l = limy, o 1xeer (7; DIl < oo since r(-) is bounded by

w=1
assumption and A is Hutwitz. The result now follows from Theorem 3.1. [ |

ref,o;
w

The proof of Theorem 5.1-Theorem 5.3 reveal that the proposed control system is effective for any initial condition in the plant
state, the reference mode, the auxiliary model, and the adaptive gain matrices. Indeed, Theorem 5.1-Theorem 5.3 apply to dynamical
systems, whose domain is defined on the entire state space and the underlying Lyapunov-like functions are positive-definite, radially
unbounded, and decrescent.

12
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Fig. 6.1. Prototype of a tailsitter UAV, whose controller is discussed in this paper. The vehicle is equipped with four push propellers, and two NACA0012 wings.

6. Numerical examples

In this section, numerical simulations show both the applicability of the proposed two-layer MRAC system for NTVH dynamical
systems and its advantages over classical MRAC [7, Ch. 9] and the hybrid MRAC system presented in [4] and summarized
in Appendix.

6.1. Longitudinal dynamics of a quad-biplane

Quad-biplane UAVs are multi-rotor aircraft equipped with four collinear propellers and two parallel wings; see Fig. 6.1 for a
prototype. An advantage of these vehicles lies in their ability to take off and land vertically and hover like quadcopters and exploit
their wings to generate lift and cover long distances like fixed-wing aircraft. A challenge in the control of quad-biplanes lies in the
fact that these vehicles’ dynamics change substantially, depending on whether the wings operate in a linear regime, and, hence,
produce appreciable lift, or operate in nonlinear regime and are affected by substantial drag. The difference between the linear
and the nonlinear regime for the wings is so significant and occurs so rapidly across the stall angle that this vehicle’s dynamics
are best captured by a hybrid model. In this section, we propose a hybrid controller for the outer loop longitudinal dynamics of a
quadbiplane.

Problem Statement

Consider the inertial, right-handed, orthonormal reference frame I £ {O; X,Y, Z} centered at O £ 0; with Z pointing down,
that is, such that the weight of the UAV is given by mgZ, where m > 0 denotes the mass of the UAV and g > 0 denotes the
gravitational acceleration. Let J(-) 2 {p(-); x(*), y(), z(-)} denote an orthonormal right-handed reference frame fixed with the UAV,
where p(r) 2 [pX(t), py (), pZ(t)]T denotes the position of the center of mass of the UAV relative to O, and x, y, z : [t;, ) — R? denote
the roll, pitch, and yaw axes of the UAV, respectively. Let 6 : [f,, c0) - R denote the UAV’s pitch angle, that is, the angle between X
and x(-), assuming that the roll and yaw angles are equal to zero at all times. Let g(t) £ §(r) denote the pitch rate, let Vy : [ty, ) - R

denote the translational velocity along X, let V, : [t;, ) — R denote the translational velocity along Z, let ||V (1) £ \/V)%(t) + sz(t),
t > 1y, and let

a(t) £ atan2 (Vy () sin 0(t) + Vz(t) cos (1), Vy (1) cos 0(1) — V(1) sin 0(r)) (73)

denote the angle of attack of the UAV, where atan2 : (R xR)\ {(0,0)} - R denotes the signed arc-tangent function. In the following,
we assume that the UAV is controlled only by means of the total thrust T : [t,, o) — R, which operates along x(-), and the moment
of the thrust M : [t;, o) —> R.

If the wings of the UAV use a symmetric airfoil and a(t) € (—ay, #a ), Where gy > 0 denotes the stall angle of the wing, then
the UAV is said to operate in biplane mode. In this mode, the linearized longitudinal dynamics of the UAV are captured by

_9(1) 0(t) 0(ty) 0y
| o () Ve | Vo
v,o0|= Y v,o|TE [M(t) ’ v | T vl T2 74)
4(®) q(®) q(ty) qo

13
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where
0 0 0 1 0 0
-1 cos
4 4| —8cos 01 21 @31 0 g alm™ cos . | 0
1= ¥ ’ 1= —1g ,
=gsinbe; a3y a3z a3a —-m~sinfe; 0
-1
a1 a1 9431 9441 0 1

@21-831,932,1-933,1,934,1>94.1,1,942,1-943,1,9441 € R denote aerodynamic coefficients, which are unknown, ., € R denotes the
pitch angle at equilibrium in biplane mode, and I, > 0 denotes the moment of inertia about the pitch axis [33, Ch. 2].

If |a(t)] > ay,, then the UAV is said to operate in quadcopter mode. In this mode, the longitudinal dynamics of the UAV are
captured by

(1) o)
Vy (@) Vx (1) T(t) 0.5Ch, k 1 5
. = A B —nS 0 < Vit ’
V(1) 2 v, + B, Mn| ~? 05Choe k| |sin* (@) cos2(a(r) Vol
q(1) q(®)
T T
[0(t0). Vi (10). V(1) at))] = [00.Vx0:Vz0-d0] - 210, 75)
where
0 0 0 1 0 0
A, 2 —-gcosb., 0 0 O B A m~1 cos 6, 0
2 -gsinf,, 0 0 Of 27 |-m'sing,, 0 [
0 00 0 0 -1

y

6., € R denotes the pitch angle at equilibrium in quadcopter mode, p > 0 denotes the air density, S > 0 denotes the reference surface
area, Cp,;, > 0 denotes the drag coefficient at zero angle of attack, ¢ > 0 denotes the distance of the aerodynamic center from the UAV’s
center of mass, k 2 (rAR)™!, and AR > 0 denotes the wing’s aspect ratio; in this paper, we consider p, .S, Cps ¢, and k unknown.
The case of an asymmetric airfoil can be readily deduced from the model considered herein. The model of the aerodynamic force
in quadcopter mode has been deduced from [34].

Since the dynamical models (74) and (75) are under-actuated, their control architecture must be separated into an outer loop
and an inner loop [35]. The outer-loop dynamics are given by

[I:/X(f)] _ [024,2,6(0 a2,3,a(1)] [Vx(’)]
V() G200  B30m] VZ0)

+m! <[Tx(t)] m [—g €08 0, (r) 0 ] [B(t) +@Z(,)d3o(,)(t, x(t))>7

T, —gsinfeyy  a3440)] 100
VX(IO)] [Vx 0]
= 1, t>t, (76)
[Vz(’o) Vzo 0

where x(1) = [Vx (1), VZ(I)]T, [T TZ]T : [y, 0) = R? denotes the thrust force that should be applied in the case the thrust force could
be oriented at will,

T 2 [0 7.0]'|.

1

a;;, denotes the element on the ith row and jth column of A,, ®,(1,x) = 0,, (1,x) € [1y,00) X R*, &,(1,x) = — sint* (a(0)) cos2(a ()

T
0-5Cpy k] . The inner loop regulates the UAV’s pitch angle so that lim,_,, [0(f) — 0,4, ()] =0,

2.0, = D, =
V@), &, =0y, and 6, = pS [0‘ S ke

where
Ouger () £ atan2 (T, (1), T,(1) 1> 1.

The problems of regulating the inner loop dynamics and integrating inner and outer loops are omitted for conciseness and to better
highlight the applicability of the proposed theoretical framework. Thus, in the following, we assume for simplicity that 0(¢) = 0, (1),
1> 1.

The dynamical model (76) is in the same form as (21) with n = 2, m = 2, N = 4, Z = R? ¥ = {1,2},0 =1 denoting
the biplane mode, ¢ = 2 denoting the quadcopter mode, x() = [Vx(t), VZ(t)]T, control input given by u(t) = [Tx(t), Tz(t)]T,

T
D,(t,x) = [0(t),q(1), DL, x(t))]T, and 0, = [m [_g €08 0e.g(0) 0 ] ,0T ] . The resetting events for the outer loop, which

—gsinb. o4y Gasp] W
determine the transitions between quadcopter and biplane modes, can be reduced to the same form as (22) with g, (¢, x) = [x, 217,
842(t,x) = [x,1]", and

R, 2 {t.x) €ltg,00)X Z : a(®)] = agy } » cE X 77)

14
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—Hybrid two-layer MRAC
1H | Reference trajectory

---User-defined trajectory
----- Hybrid MRAC

0 20 40 60

Fig. 6.2. Path followed by the quad-biplane employing the proposed control framework, reference path produced by (24) and (25), user-defined path, and
path followed by the quad-biplane employing the results in [4]. Within the given time interval of 60 s, the proposed controller allows the QRBP to follow the
user-defined path, whereas the framework presented in [4] requires a longer time interval to complete its mission.

3.5

25

Tt f===="f=—"1

V@)l

—Hybrid two-layer MRAC
----- Reference trajectory

- - -User-defined trajectory
|- Hybrid MRAC

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
t [s]

Fig. 6.3. Norm of the translational velocity of a quad-biplane applying the proposed two-layer MRAC framework for NTVH systems and applying the results
in [4]. The norm of the velocity of the reference model and the norm of the user-defined velocity are shown as well. The proposed control framework allows
following the reference velocity profile more closely than the framework in [4]. Furthermore, the proposed framework does not produce the same high-frequency
oscillations as the control framework in [4]. Vertical dotted lines mark the transitions between quadcopter and biplane modes applying the proposed framework.
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200

—Hybrid ‘two—layer MRAC
Hybrid MRAC
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100 7

[ Iutolar

50 7
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Fig. 6.4. L,-norm of the control input applying the proposed two-layer MRAC framework for NTVH systems and applying the results in [4]. The proposed
system requires a larger, yet comparable, control effort than the framework shown in [4]. Over the time interval [0,2.28] s circa, the two control efforts are
substantially identical, and, after 15.05 s, the difference between the £,-norm of the control effort employing the proposed approach and employing [4] remains
is slightly decreasing.

The reference model for (76) is given by

[‘:/X,ref(t)] = A c [VX,ref(t)] + [ﬁX,user(t) —A c [
VZ,ref(t) refouter VZ,ref(t) ijZ,user(t) ret-outer pZ,user(t)

v (r)] [p er(1) )
— A, X ref dr — |FXuser ,
ref ,outer,2 (/) [Vz’re[(T) T pz,user(t)
VX,ref(IO) — [ﬁX,user(IO)] >t 78
[VZ,ref(t()) pZ,user(t()) ’ = 0 ( )

where Aet outers Aref.ouer2 € R>? are user-defined and Hurwitz, and [py yer Pzuser]” © [fg, 00) = R? denotes the user-defined, twice
continuously differentiable position. The reference model (78) is in the same form as (24) with X, .;(1) = [Vy 1ot (), Vet D1, £ 2 1,
Aref,o = Aref,uuter! Bref,o = 12’ and

r(t) — [pX ,user (l):| A [I)X,user(t)] </ [VX ref(T)] [pX,user(t)] ) .
PZ user (t) ref outer pZ.user (t) ref outer.2 VZ ref (T) pZ,user (t)
Simulation Results

Figs. 6.2-6.4 show simulation results with m = 2kg, ¢ = 0.01 m, S = 0.5 m?, p = 1.225 kg/m’, Cp = 0.002, g = 9.81 m/s?, I, = 0.01
1 0 -4 0 ]

pX ,user (t)]

stal

0o =2 0 =3
Fig. 6.2 shows the UAV’s path applying the proposed control framework, the control framework in [4], the reference path obtained
by the reference model (24) and (25), and the user-defined path. The reference path is unfeasible since it involves to 90° turns
at non-zero speed. Applying the same tunable parameters, the proposed control system allows the vehicle to follow the reference
path more closely than the control system in [4]. Furthermore, within the given time interval [0, 60] s, the proposed control system
allows the UAV to complete its mission, whereas the control system in [4] require additional time to allow the quad-biplane to
land. Fig. 6.3 shows the norm of the UAV velocity applying the proposed control framework and the control framework in [4]. The
norm of the reference velocity and of the user-defined velocity profile are shown as well. Applying the same tunable parameters,
the control system in [4] induces oscillations in the UAV’s velocity profile at considerably higher frequencies than the proposed
control system. Fig. 6.4 shows the control effort required by the proposed architecture and the architecture in [4]. The proposed
system requires a larger, yet comparable, control effort for a higher trajectory tracking performance.

kgm?, I, =T, =2-10%-1,, I, 0= =10%- 1, O, =1y, At = [ ], 0.1 =7° 0.5 = 90°, gy = 10°, and Ay, , = [

6.2. Control of a disk within a maze

In the following, we consider the problem of controlling a disk tasked with following a user-defined trajectory, while remaining
within a confined space; see Figs. 6.5 and 6.9. The walls of this space, which resemble a maze, are impenetrable and, whenever
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the disk hits these walls, it bounces according to a perfectly elastic model. The user-defined trajectory is ill-designed and penetrates
the walls of the maze. Furthermore, the user-defined trajectory requires the disk to perform 90° turns at a non-zero translational
velocity. A force applied to the center of the disk serves as control input.

Problem Formulation

Let p : [ty,0) — R? denote the position of the center of the disk, v(r) £ p(¢) the velocity of the center of mass of the disk,
u : [ty,0) = R? the thrust force acting on the disk, m > 0 the mass of the disk, .S > 0 the cross-section area of the disk, Cp, > 0 the
drag coefficient of the disk, and p > 0 the density of the air. According to Newton’s law, the continuous-time dynamics of the disk,
which captures the motion of the disk between two consecutive bounces against walls, are given by

Lo B pO)| _ [po >
B(t) = m™" [u(t) - 0.5pSCp llv®)||v(@)] [p(o)] = [UO . i1, (79)
which is in the same form as (21) with n = 4, m = 2, N = 1, Z = R%, = = {1}, x() = [p"(),070)]", 4, = [OM 12], o€z,
2x2 2x2

B, = [n?}fi , ®,(1,%) = ||vllv, (t,X) € [tg,0) x R, and 6, = 0.5p5Cp [1,1]".
2
To capture the elastic bounce of the disk against hard surfaces, including corners, let § € [0,2x) denote the angle between the
horizontal direction and the radial direction of the disk, that is, the direction of the line intersecting both the center of the disk and
the point of impact. The translational velocity of the center of the disk before the impact, expressed in the radial and tangential
directions, is given by
[Ur(t) _ [ cos f(t)  sinp(r)

00| = |=sinp) cosp] 1 1€ oo (80)

The translational velocity of the center of the disk after the impact, expressed in the radial and tangential coordinates, is given by
o] _[-1 0] [0

[Ut(t+) 1o 1| |om| 1 € [tg, ). (81)

Similarly to (80), the translational velocity of the center of the disk after the impact, expressed in the global coordinates, is given
by

. cos f(t) —sin )| [v, (1)

o) = | . ol

sin f(t) cos f(1) v (1)
Thus, substituting (80) and (81) into (82), we obtain that the disk’s discrete-time dynamics across its uncontrolled resetting events,
namely bounces against walls, are given by
—142sin? f(r)  —sin2B())
—sin(24(1)) cos(24(1))

t € [ty, ). (82)

o(tt) = [ ] v(?), t € [y, ). (83)
The resetting event model captured by (83) is in the same form as (22) with g4, = [UT(I+), 1]T, ceX={1}, R, =[ty, o) X {re
R3 : dist(r, M) = R}, dist(-, ) denoting the Euclidean distance, M denoting the walls of the maze, and R > 0 denoting the radius of
the disk.
Given the user-defined trajectory to be followed by the disk pyg, : [fy,o0) — R2?, to apply the MRAC framework, we consider
a reference model that captures the dynamics of a disk not subject to any aerodynamic force and striving to follow the user-
defined trajectory. Specifically, we consider a reference model, whose continuous-time dynamics are captured by (24) with A
[02><2 1,
-Kp —Kp

way, between resetting events, the state of the reference model x(-) is steered toward [pESe HOX pIS . r(-)]T.

ref,o

ef,o

i .. 0 .
, 0 € X, where Kp, K € R?? are positive-definite, B,.;, = [ iX2] , and r(t) = Kppyser(t) + Kppuser (1), 1 € [tg, 00). This
2

Mission Scenario 1 - Simulation Results

The first mission scenario involves the maze and the user-defined trajectory shown in Fig. 6.5. Fig. 6.5 also shows the trajectory
of the disk and the reference trajectory. Employing the proposed two-layer MRAC system, the disk closely follows the reference
trajectory, compatibly with the hard constraints given by the walls.

The reference trajectory experiences multiple instantaneous variations induced by the resetting events (52) and (53), which aid
the plant’s trajectory in its task of following the user-defined trajectory, while reducing the tracking error. Employing the control
architecture presented in [4], the disk follows the reference trajectory less closely, and the reference trajectory undergoes fewer
resetting events and smaller variations across these events. Furthermore, as it can be seen by the disk trajectory after it has avoided
the second obstacle, which is represented by the green square on the right side of Fig. 6.5, the disk trajectory reaches the reference
trajectory later than it does by applying the proposed framework. Finally, employing the classical MRAC approach, the closed-loop
system’s tracking performance is further degraded.

Fig. 6.6 shows the position tracking error employing the proposed architecture, the results presented in [4], and classical MRAC.
Employing classical MRAC, the position tracking error experiences the largest variations. The proposed approach provides tracking
errors that are smaller than those provided by applying the results presented in [4] and classical MRAC for most of the time.

Fig. 6.7 shows the £,-norm of the velocity tracking errors employing the proposed architecture, the results presented in [4], and
classical MRAC. The £,-norm is employed instead of the classical Euclidean norm because, due to the numerous elastic collisions of
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Hybrid two-layer MRAC

jpE——= =)
T 4r | 1|7 Dref (t)
; ol 117" Puser (t)
— Quter boundary
0F {|—Inner boundary
6 5 X [m] 1‘0
| Hybrid MRAC
N

||—n(?)
_ 4t v 1|7 Pref (t)
— N = = "Puser (t)
\ —Outer boundary
0f {—Inner boundary

6 5 X [m] 1‘0
Classical MRAC
i — |l—n(?)

4 1|7 = “Puser (t)

5 * Dref (t)

— Outer boundary
0f < Inner boundary

! ! !

0 5 X [m] 10

Fig. 6.5. Trajectory of the disk, reference trajectory, and user-defined trajectory obtained by applying the proposed control architecture for NTVH systems, the
MRAC architecture for hybrid systems presented in [4], and the classical MRAC architecture. Applying the proposed framework, the disk trajectory converges
to the reference trajectory more rapidly, and the reference trajectory undergoes several resetting events that lower the tracking error, while the disk strives to
follows the user-defined trajectory and repeatedly bounces against the walls.

the disk against the wall, the Euclidean norm of the velocity tracking error oscillates numerous times at high frequencies. From this
figure, it is apparent how the proposed approach guarantees the smallest cumulative velocity tracking error and faster convergence
to zero.

Fig. 6.8 shows the control effort employing the three control architectures considered in this analysis. It is apparent how the
proposed control architecture guarantees the least control effort. Classical MRAC suffers from the largest variations in the £,-norm
of the control input after 45 s, that is, when the reference trajectory lies within the right square obstacle; see Fig. 6.5.

Mission Scenario 2 — Simulation Results

This mission scenarios has been designed to show that the proposed control framework allows not only for smaller tracking
errors and control efforts, but also allows to address practical problems not solvable employing the architecture presented in [4] or
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Fig. 6.6. Norm of the position tracking error employing the proposed two-layer MRAC architecture for NTVH systems, the MRAC architecture for hybrid systems
presented in [4], and the classical MRAC architecture. The position tracking error is substantially larger and experiences larger variations employing classical
MRAC. Furthermore, although both MRAC techniques for hybrid systems show similar values for the tracking error, the proposed control system allows for a

faster decay of the tracking error to zero.

T T T
— Two-layer hybrid MRAC
---Hybrid MRAC

10+
----- Classical MRAC
5
S
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—
—

2,

35 40 45

Fig. 6.7. L,-norm of the position tracking error employing the proposed two-layer MRAC architecture for NTVH systems, the MRAC architecture for hybrid
systems presented in [4], and the classical MRAC architecture. Applying the proposed architecture, the velocity tracking error is consistently smaller. The £,-norm
is employed instead of the classical Euclidean norm because, due to the numerous elastic collisions of the disk against the wall, this metric oscillates numerous

times at high frequencies.

classical MRAC. In this mission scenario, we add a third obstacle to the maze shown in Fig. 6.9. This obstacle is shown in the third

subplot of Fig. 6.9.
As shown in Fig. 6.9, only applying the proposed framework, the disk is able to move away from the corner introduced by the

third obstacle, whereas the alternative two techniques considered in this section do not allow such a result. The control system
deduced from [4] does not introduce a sufficiently large variation in the reference model to allow the disk to complete its mission;
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Fig. 6.8. L£,-norm of the control input employing the proposed two-layer MRAC architecture for NTVH systems, the MRAC architecture for hybrid systems

presented in [4], and the classical MRAC architecture. Applying the proposed architecture, the control effort is consistently smaller.

a similar unsatisfactory result is obtained by employing the classical MRAC architecture. Furthermore, applying the control system
proposed in [4] and the classical MRAC architecture, only when the user-defined trajectory, and, hence, the reference trajectory,
are about the reach the end point, which is behind the position where the disk is stuck, the disk manages to trace back its position

and reach its final position. A video showing the results of this second simulation scenario are shown in [36].

6.3. Controlling a multi-rotor UAV transporting unsteady payload
We conclude this section with an extensive application involving the designing of the control system of an X8-copter, that is,

a UAV equipped with four pairs of counter-rotating propellers. This vehicle is tasked with following an aggressive user-defined

trajectory while transporting two unknown steel balls free to move in their casing. The controller is unaware of the presence of the
payload, whose impacts on the UAV casing is comparable to that of impulses on the UAV dynamics. In [37], this control problem

has already been solved applying the MRAC framework for NHTV systems devised in [4]. In the following, we discuss how the
MRAC system proposed in this paper provides improved performances over [4,37].
The control architecture for an X8-copter tasked with aggressive maneuvers is somewhat complex, and is outlined in detail
in [37]. In the following, we present key elements of this architecture, namely the vehicle’s outer and inner loop dynamics to
appreciate how the theoretical framework presented in this paper can be applied to this control problem. Additional details can be

found in [37].
Problem Formulation
Since an X8-copter is characterized by six degrees of freedom, namely the position of its center of mass and the Euler angles to
capture the UAV’s attitude, and four control inputs, namely the total thrust and the three component of the moment of the thrust,
the control architecture must comprise an outer loop and an inner loop [3]. The outer loop dynamics are captured by
(84

. T
xtran(t) = Axlran(t) + Btran,aAa(t) [Ttrust,idea](t) + @(mn,g(t)étran,a(t)(l" xtran(t))] ’
I

p
xlran(to) = |:U/]1"0:| ’ 12 To»
40
where x;,(1) £ [} (), v]/;(t)]T, ra : [tg,o0) = R3 denotes the position of the UAV’s center of mass, v,(f) 2 i#,(t), A = [O3X3 013 ],
33 O
(85)

03><3

Byans = [ 1, ], A, =m;115, m, > 0 denotes the mass of the UAV,

1 T
@u‘an,a £ [_EPSUCD,mmo-gIS] ’ c€E Z’
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Fig. 6.9. Mission scenario similar to the one presented in Fig. 6.5 with the addition of a third obstacle inside the maze. Applying the results shown in [4] and
the classical MRAC framework, this additional obstacle prevents the disk from following the reference trajectory, until the reference trajectory is substantially
behind the position, where the disk is stuck. The proposed framework, instead, allows sufficiently large, instantaneous variations in the reference model to let
the disk circumnavigate the third obstacle and follow both the reference trajectory and, hence, the user-defined trajectory. A video of showing these simulation
results is available at [36].

2 |IAllR(@Q@), 6(), w®)v 4

. (1, Xqan) € [0, 00) X RE, (86)
3

cljtram,rf(t’ xtran)

p > 0 denotes the air density, S, > 0 denotes the reference area cross-section, c, , > 0 denotes the aerodynamic coefficient, g > 0
denotes the gravitational acceleration,

cosy —siny  Off cos& 0 sind||1 0 0
R($,0,w) 2 |siny  cosy 0 0 1 0 0 cos¢p —sing]|,
0 0 1[|=sin@ 0O cosf||0 sing cos ¢
@.0.9) € 10.20)x (-5, 5 ) x10.22), ®87)
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Fig. 6.10. CAD (computer-aided design) representation of an X8-copter transporting two balls, which are free to move within their casing.

—Tuser
——Hybrid two-layer MRAC Position 3D
————— Hybrid MRAC
---MRAC

e P 0
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0 > ~ — 6
2 8 X [m]
Y [m]

Fig. 6.11. Paths followed by an X8-copter obtained by applying the proposed two-layer MRAC system for NHTV plants, the MRAC system for NHTV plants
proposed in [4], and a classical MRAC framework [7, Ch. 9]. It is apparent that, irrespectively of the control system being applied, the UAV’s path is closely to
the user-defined lemniscate path.

¢(-) denotes the roll angle, 6(-) denotes the pitch angle, w(-) denotes the yaw angle, and e; £ [0,0, 1]T. The control input T,

rust,ideal :
[ty, 00) — R? denotes the force needed to steer the UAV along some user-defined trajectory, should the thrust force be pointed at will.

The dynamical model (84) is in the same form as (21) with n =6, m=4, N =6, Z =R, X = {1}, x(t) = X;0u (1), u() = Tirys.idear s

0 L . .
A, =A,6€X,B,=| |, & (1,x)=® (t, Xgpan), (1, X) € [tg, 0) X R4, and 6, = O . Remarkably, (84) involves the unknown,
o 3 1 o tran,o tran 0 o tran,o
3

diagonal, positive-definite matrix A,, ¢ € X, which is not employed in the proposed formulation of two-layer MRAC for NHTV
systems; this term poses an additional challenge to the proposed architecture.

The inner loop dynamics are captured by
w(t) = ];(1) [Mlhrusl(t) + @;rot,o-d)rol,o(t’ w)] ’ w(fo) = W, t> fos (88)
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Fig. 6.12. Error in following a user-defined trajectory obtained by applying the proposed two-layer MRAC system for NHTV plants, the MRAC system for NHTV
plants proposed in [4], and a classical MRAC framework [7, Ch. 9]. It is apparent how the proposed approach consistently allows for a smaller tracking error
than the other techniques.

where, for each ¢ € %,

1 . ™17
@rol,a £ I:_EPSU‘SXCD,a’dIag ([IZZ - Iyy’ Ixx - IZZ’ Iyy - Ixx] )] ’ (89)
loAOIR@@), 01), w()v 4 (1)
Doy o1, ) 2 @y . (L) € [t 00) X R, (90)
’ mxwl
o0,
®= [wx,wy,wz]T, I, = diag ([Ixm, I, IZM]T), diag : R” — R"™" produces a diagonal matrix from its vector argument, and 6 € R?

captures the distance from the center of mass of the UAV and its aerodynamic center, and it is unknown. The dynamical model
(88) is in the same form as (21) with n = 6, m =4, N =6, Z = R®, ¥ = {1}, x(t) = 0(®), u(t) = Trustideal®)> Ay = 0353, 0 € Z,
B, =13, &,(t,x) = B,y ,(t,w), and O, = O, ,. The reference models for (84) and (88) are omitted for brevity and can be designed
employing, for instance, proportional-integral controllers to let the reference trajectories follow user-defined profiles; for details,
see [37].

Simulation Results

To highlight the advantages of the proposed control system for NHTV systems, we consider the problem of controlling an
X8-copter to follow a user-defined three-dimensional lemniscate trajectory at a forward velocity, whose maximum is as high as
7.35 m/s; see Fig. 6.11. To obtain high-fidelity simulation results, the proposed control system has been tested in the PyChrono
environment [38]. This software package relieves users from modeling and coding rigid body systems’ dynamics. The system
dynamics are simulated by applying forces and moments to CAD (computer-aided design) models of the system provided by the
user; see Fig. 6.10 for a representation of the CAD model employed in this example. In the context of the proposed simulations,
PyChrono allows simulating the interactions between the payload and its casing as well as the gyroscopic and inertial counter-torque
effects due to the UAV propellers and its unsteady payload.

In the proposed simulations, we consider a UAV, whose mass is 2.025 kg, and whose matrix of inertia is
1072 - diag ([2.2720,2.2020, 1.6147]") kg m?, tasked with transporting two balls, whose mass is 0.539 kg each. As shown in Fig. 6.11,
the proposed two-layer MRAC system for NHTV plants, the hybrid MRAC system proposed in [4], and a classical MRAC system
allow following the user-defined path. However, as shown in Fig. 6.12, the proposed approach allows for a consistently smaller
trajectory tracking error than the other techniques. Furthermore, as shown in Fig. 6.13, this higher trajectory tracking performance
is obtained applying a consistently smaller or comparable control effort, which makes the proposed control system more effective.
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Fig. 6.13. Sum of the thrust forces produced by all propellers required by the proposed two-layer MRAC system for NHTV plants, the MRAC system for NHTV
plants proposed in [4], and a classical MRAC framework [7, Ch. 9]. It is apparent how the proposed approach consistently requires a smaller or comparable
control effort. In light of the results in Fig. 6.12, the proposed control system provides superior results.

7. Conclusion

This paper proposed an MRAC system for NTVH plants affected by modeling uncertainties in both their continuous time dynamics
and their resetting dynamics. For these features, together with the control system presented in [4], this is the only MRAC system able
to control this broad class of plants. Despite the results presented in [4], the proposed control system allows to set user-defined rates
of convergence across resetting events, and, hence, considerably improved performance. Finally, leveraging a secondary reference
model, the proposed control architecture is unique for its ability to set the trajectory tracking error to zero at user-defined, isolated
time instants, and preserve the overall closed-loop system’s tracking performance.

Numerical evidence show that the proposed framework produces smaller tracking errors for comparable or smaller efforts.
The proposed control system allows to address more efficiently control problems, wherein the reference trajectories violate hard
constraints, without relying on assumptions on the velocity of the closed-loop trajectory such as those discussed in [39].

Future work directions involve the extension of the proposed framework to plants, whose state is not available for measurement,
but only some output function can be leveraged. Additionally, future works will involve the robustification of the proposed
techniques.
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Fig. A.1. Wire diagram of the two-layer MRAC architecture proposed in [8]. It is worthwhile remarking the analogies with the control scheme for NTVH systems
shown in Fig. 5.1.

Algorithm 3 Algorithm for two-layer MRAC for continuous-time plants [8]

Input: x(r) > Plant state given by (91)

Output: u(r) > Control input with control law given by (98)
1t Xpep(fg) < Xper.00 Curan(fo) < X(t0) = Xrep > Olty) < 6y > Set the initial conditions
2: Set B, A,; Hurwitz, & A, s.t. (96) is verified > Initialize the reference models
3: while 7 > 1, do
4 Xyf () = i (AverXper (1) + Brepr(D) dr + X (1) > Apply (92)
St eran(l) < f;; Atran@ran(T)AT + X(19) — Xpep (19) > Apply (95)
6: e(t) < x(1) — Xy (1) > Compute the trajectory tracking error
7: (1) < e(t) — eqan(®) > Compute the error from the second layer
8 O() « — [ I'Dt.x(x), et)e" (1) PBdr + 6, > Apply (99)
9 u(t) < n(O@), P, x(1), e(t))) &> Apply (98)
10: end while

Appendix. Two-layer MRAC for continuous-time systems

In [8], the two-layer MRAC for continuous time systems was presented for the first time. To highlight how the proposed
control system for NTVH dynamical systems provides a structure to augment the results in [8], the two-layer MRAC architecture is
summarized in the following.

Consider the nonlinear, time-varying plant model affected by parametric and matched uncertainties

x(1) = Ax(®) + B [u@t) + OTd(t, x(1)],  x(ty),  xq. 12t (91)

where A € R™" is unknown, B € R™" is known, ® € RV*" is unknown, and @ : [tj,c0) — RV. Furthermore, consider the
user-defined reference model

Xpef (1) = Apep X(1) + Bosr (1), Xpef (t0)s Xref 05 t>1, (92)
where A, ; € R™" is Hurwitz, B,,; € R"™",

Ags = A+ BK], (93)

B = BK], 94)

for some K, € R™ and K, € R™", and r : [t5, o) - R” is continuous and bounded. Finally, consider the user-defined auxiliary
model

eiran(D) = Agran€iran()s €ran(fp) = €tran,0> t21, (95)
where A,,, € R™",

Re (Alnax (Atran)) < Re ('{min(Aref)) ’ (96)
and

Atran = Aref + BK;F (97)

for some K, € R"™",
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The two-layer MRAC architecture comprises the control law
00, ®(t, x,e)) = OTd(t,x,¢),  (0.1,x,e,0) € [1, 00) X R x R" x RV*m, (98)
where &(1, x,e) 2 [xT,rT(1), - DT (1, ), eT]T, e() £ x(t) — Xt (O,
O = —T'd(t, x(1).eNe" OPB,  Otg) =6y, 121, 99)

denotes the adaptive law £(f) £ e(f) — e, (?), the user-defined adaptive rate matrix I' € RV*V is symmetric and positive-definite,
N 2n+m+ N, and P € R™" denotes the symmetric, positive-definite solution of

0=AT P+ PA,+0 (100)

ref

with Q € R™" user-defined, symmetric, and positive-definite. This control architecture is summarized by Fig. A.1 and Algorithm 3.
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